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BEFORE THE CIVIL PROTECTION Moving Out of D.C. with Your CPO
ORDER HEARING . AD.C. CPO s valid in every state in the U.S.!

. If you have a CPO from D.C. and move to a new
. You may want to bring a copy of the CPO to the
local police station or the local courthouse so that
law enforcement officers know to enforce it.

A protection order is an court order requiring a person to do,
or not do, certain things.
In D.C., there are two types of protection orders: temporary protec-

tion orders (TPOs) and civil protection orders (CPOs). If you do register

_, the CPO with an

CPOs = —————= .
. CPOs last for one year. The Petitioner is out-of-state police
. Ajudge will grant a CPO if the judge deter- the person dEpanmEntor cavthe ..M- ith
mines that the respondent committed an in- requesting a spondent SNw ﬂm mo__u.< ed wit
trafamily offense (a crime) against you. CPO. a new copy of the CPO, so
The Respondent the respondent may learn
TPOs is the person who what state you -.=O<0.Q to.
. TPOs last for fourteen days, usually from the Petitioner is Make sure to check with your
the date that you file for your CPO until the filing against new m..ﬁm#m to see if they will :2_2 the respondent. If you feel
| like it is not safe for you to register your order, keep a copy of

date of the CPO hearing.
. You can ask for a TPO if you feel that you
are in immediate danger.

your D.C. order with you at all times. Any police officer should
enforce your CPO!

A Protection can Make the Respondent

- Not assault, threaten, harass, or stalk you * Not contact you.
. Stay away from you, your children, home, or work.

- Vacate the residence. » Go to counseling
- Turn over any guns to the police

- Reimburse your for property damage or medical expenses

. Give you possession of joint property

. Give you temporary child custody and support

. Give you spousal support or financial assistance

4 29
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How to Get a CPO

1. Go to the Domestic Violence Intake Center to file your petition,
which is a written request for the judge to enter a protection order.

2. Atthe DVIC, check in at the front desk and complete the pa-
perwork.

3. Meet with an advocate who will explain the court process, dis-
cuss safety concerns, and assist with drafting the petition.

4. Go to the clerk’s office and you will sign the petition under
oath. You will also get all of your paperwork about the court date.
You will not receive anything in the mail.

5. If youwant a TPO, you will see a Judge that same day. The
Judge can give you an order that day!

6. Serve the Respondent and prepare your evidence.

6. Come back to court on your scheduled court date.

Vacating Your CPO

A CPO lasts for a full year unless you file a motion to vacate the
CPO. Even if you get back together with the respondent, the
CPO remains in effect until you file a motion to vacate.

You can speak with a SAFE advocate before vacating the CPO
to discuss safety concerns and the possibility of modifying your
CPO.

You can file the motion to vacate at the DVIC. You will be given
a court date. The respondent must be served before the court
date and the you must testify before a judge on the scheduled
date.

If you do not come to the court date, the CPO will remain in ef-
fect.

‘The mmmESQw:__ could also file a Motion to Vacate 7
the CPO. If so, you would have to be served with
notice of a new court date in the mail and your |

CPO is still valid unless a judge vacates the CPO.
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Temporary Protection Order Hearing

If you request a TPO in your petition, the clerk will bring you to the
courtroom to talk with the judge.

The Judge Will Ask About the Incidents

. Wait until the judge finishes asking the

What to Do if the Judge Gives You a CPO

Make several copies of the CPO and carry a copy at all times!
Give copies to your job, child’s school, or anywhere else the re-
spondent should stay away from.

If you live in an apartment complex, give a copy to the security
guard along with a picture of the respondent.

Give a copy to any person who is hamed in and protected by the

questions to give your answer. You Can Get order.
. Call the judge as Sir, Ma’am, or Your Honor. a TPO the . Consider changing household locks and phone numbers.
. The Judge may ask you where you are

staying. If you are staying in a confidential Same Day Violations

location, tell the judge that you address is

confidential, but that you live in D.C. that You Go to If the respondent violates any part of a CPO, you can report the
. The judge may go over things very quickly the DVIC if violation in two ways:

and may want only brief answers because 1. Call the Police! The police may arrest

this is a short hearing. You Are in the respondent because it is a criminal
. Tell the judge about the most recent inci- . offense to violate a protection order.

dent or worst incident where the respondent] /mmediate 2.File a motion for criminal contempt at

put his or her hands on you, threatened
you, stalked you, or destroyed your prop-
erty.

. If you are afraid of the respondent, you can

a DVIC, which is a request for criminal
charges based on the violation of the
CPO. You will be given a new court
date. The respondent must be served

Danger

tell the judge that. before the court date and you must tes-
tify before a judge on the scheduled
date.
The Judge Will Ask About What You Want in the Order
If you want temporary custody of children, You cannot violate the CPO!
- You can explain how the respondent is a danger to the children. The CPO is against the respondent, not you!

. You can tell the judge if the respondent physically hurt the chil-
dren or if the children saw the respondent hurt you.

If you want the respondent to leave your home, you can explain
who owns or rents the home.
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Service cont. Evidence:

Police Service . You should tell the judge if you would like the judge to look at
In any state, there is no fee for the police to serve a protection or- any evidence, such as text messages, voicemails, and bills.
der. The police can serve the respondent in two ways: . Ifthe judge does NOT _.oox any some of Em m..<_-
. If you have a good address for the respondent, the police can go dence, you can tell the judge that you “object

to the respondent’s home or work and

serve there. To do this you need to re-

quest “Police service” at the clerk’s of-
fice.

If you see the respondent, you can call

the police and give the police the pa-

pers to serve the respondent. To do
this you need to

. Request a “Self Service Packet” at
the clerk’s office.

. When you see the respondent call
the police and give the Self Service
Packet to the officer when the officer arrives.

. The officer will need to fill out the Return of Service form, in-
clude his or her badge number on the form, and give the form
back to you.

. Bring the Return of Service form to court.

If the TPO requires the respondent to vacate the residence,
you can request a “Self Service Packet” from the clerk’s
office.

Go to your local police station and get an officer to go to your
house with you.

The officer will make the respondent leave, give you the keys
back, and serve the respondent.
Make sure that the officer fills out the Return of Service
form and gives that form to you for you to bring it to
court.

and state what the evidence is and what the evi-

dence would have shown.

. For example, you can tell the judge that you
would like to present a text message, received
from respondent’s cell phone, and that the
message would show that respondent threat-
ened to hurt you.

. The judge may want to know how you knew that the messages
on the internet, text messages, or voicemails were actually from
the respondent. You can tell the judge if the messages con-
tained information only the respondent would know or that you
recognized the respondent’s voice

Objections:

. The respondent or the respondent's attorney may object to
something that the you or one of the witnesses said or a ques-
tion that you asked. This is not something that you should find
alarming.

. If the respondent says “objection,” you should stop talking.

. The respondent will explain why he or she is objecting to the
question, statement, or evidence.

. The judge may then ask you a question or may ask you to re-
state what you just said.

. If the respondent asked you a question before the objection and
you forgot what the question was, you can ask for the respon-
dent to restate the question.
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THE CIVIL PROTECTION
ORDER HEARING

Why the Civil Protection Order Hearing IS Important

If you do not come to the hearing, the
judge will dismiss your case and your
TPO will expire. If you cannot come to a
hearing, you need to tell the court before-
hand so they can give you a new court
date. If you do miss your court date, you
can come to a DVIC to file a “motion to
reinstate,” which is a request to bring
your case back.

If you are receiving
assistance through
Crime Victims’
Compensation, your
assistance may end if
your case is dismissed
because you didn’t
come to the hearing.

Preparing for Court

. Dress appropriately for court.

. Arrive on time for the hearing. If you are going to be late, you
can call an advocate at 202-879-0720 or 202-879-0157.

. [f you need to bring children to court, they can stay in the court’s
Child Care Center if they are toilet trained. If your children are
not toilet trained, try to bring someone with you to court to watch
the children.

. Read the petition before coming to court so that you remember
the details.

. BRING YOUR EVIDENCE!

12

Contested Civil Protection Order Hearing

In a contested hearing, both you and the respondent have an op-
portunity to tell your side of the story and present witnesses and
evidence.

It is the judge’s decision whether or not to give
you a CPO. If the judge does not give you a
D.V. LEAP’s CPO, you can tell the Court of Appeals that the
'handout denial was wrong, which is called “appealing” the

“Preparing for a [|court's decision.
CPO Hearing
with the Appeal
in Mind” for a

Take a look at

There are some important steps that YOU can
take during the CPO hearing to help your case if
you do have to appeal.

list of helpful
_mﬁmbm.\

Petitioner’s Testimony:

. The judge will ask you questions about the incidents listed in
your petition.

. The judge may ask you about where you live.
If you are staying at a confidential location,
tell the judge that your address is confidential,
but that you live in D.C.

. The respondent will be allowed to ask you
questions. This is called cross-examination.

. Answer each question calmly and briefly.

. You can ask the respondent to clarify a
question.

. If the respondent verbally abuses you, you may tell the judge
that you object to abusive comments on the grounds that the
respondent is “badgering the witness.”

O

e
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Preparing Your Evidence cont.

You can bring evidence that helps show that the incident really did
happen. Some evidence that you can consider bringing includes:

. Pictures of your injuries or of property that the respondent de-
stroyed

. Copies of any threatening or harassing messages. This may
include

. Letters,

. E-mails

. Text messages =
. Facebook messages, )

. Myspace messages, or —

. Twitter messages.

. Threatening or harassing voicemails. You can bring your celi
phone to court and play the voicemail for the judge.

. Phone records showing that the respondent has been repeat-
edly calling you. If you cannot get copies of your phone re-
cords, you can take pictures of the call log showing the date,
time, and phone number that the respondent called you from.
You can print these pictures out and show them to the judge.

. Police reports. You can get those reports by going to the po-
lice district where the incident occurred and requesting a copy
of the report using the CCN number or by asking your SAFE
advocate. There is no charge to get a copy of your police re-
port.

You may bring all of this evidence to court, but it is up to the
Judge to decide what evidence to consider in your case.

14

Court Process if the Both Parties Come to Court

» Meet with
Attorney

i

Did Respondent 4 @
show up? _

Did Parties
Yes __“ _ agree to

_ CPO!

No

b

\
Hearing before

Judge. Judge

will either grant

or deny CPO
o P

~
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Check-In Process

When you come to court, check in with the court clerk who is sitting
at a desk outside of courtroom 113. The judge’s clerk will tell you
when you can go into the courtroom. Tell the judge’s clerk if you
have a completed Return of Service form.

If You are Late to Your Court Date _
If you are late, go to the courtroom and sit in the left side of
the courtroom. If the judge has not taken the bench, tell the
judge’s clerk that you are there. If the judge has taken the

bench, wait until one of the judge’s staff comes into the
audience and alert that staff member that you are there.
The judge may dismiss your case if you are late to the
court date!

CPO Court Date

What happens at your court date depends || /f You Do Not
on three things: Come to Court
. If YOU come to court,

. If the respondent was served, and
. If the respondent comes to court.

Your Case Will
Be Dismissed!

TPO Violations in Court

If the respondent approaches you, gestures to you, or talks to you,
that may be a violation of the TPO if the TPO was served. You can
talk to a SAFE advocate holding a purple clipboard or call the po-
lice if the respondent violates the TPO.

16

Court Process if You Do Not Come to Court
If you do not come to court your entire case will be dismissed and
your TPO will expire.

Court Process if the Respondent Was Not Served

If the respondent has not been served, you can ask the judge for
more time to serve the respondent. If the police have not been
able to serve the respondent, the judge may ask what you are go-
ing to try next. The you can tell the judge what your new service
plan is. A SAFE advocate can help you with determining your new
service plan. You can also ask the Judge to extend your TPO to
the next court date if you feel like your safety is still in danger.

Court Process if the Respondent Was Served but Does NOT

Come to Court

. If the respondent does not come to court after being served, the
judge will ask you about the facts in your petition.

If you do not feel comfortable discussing the facts in court, you
may ask the judge to adopt the admissions in the petition as the
testimony.

. The judge will ask about when the respondent assaulted, threat-

ened, or stalked you, or destroyed your property.
. If the judge finds that the respondent did any of those things, the
judge can give you a CPO.

If the respondent has been served, comes to court, was
arrested for an incident that occurred in your petition, and if
the respondent was charged by the U.S. Attorney’s Office,

the CPO case may “trail” the criminal case. This means that
the court will set the CPO court date for when the next

criminal court date is. The reason is that if the respondent
pleads guilty in the criminal case, the court may
automatically give you a CPO.




